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first four issues. | look forward 10 the next installments with 
eagerness and enthusiasm! 


‘Mercury 

Toledo, OH 

We're all very happy with the way “Battlegrounds” worked 
out. David, especially me. | do admit thet when Den and Gary 
briefly told me many. many months ago thet they wanted to do 


convincing job with this iesue,! was not тай regretfuLin fect. 
N CANIN جز صا ها‎ Ai MP HP UR 


And one more thing. David, please send your letters to each 
comic on separate sheets of paper. Since different editors and. 
writers hendie most of the columna it makes it ө lot easier for 
everyone involved Thanks for writing! 
Dear Karen. 
It's nearly віх in the morning and I've just finished reading 
Amethyst (5. Yes, | keep odd hours! Anyway, when | first read 
the Amethyst preview, | was a littie bored when | was done. 
But since the first issue, every month following has brought. 
Amethyst closer to my heart. She is truly 8 splendid character 
and you people are just doing the grestest job with her. The 
best to date is issue #6, and the best part, the goings on in the 


page seven happening! So let me tell you. it was a treat! Aster 
as DC goes, my favorite heroines are Wonder Woman and 
Supergirl, but believe it or not. Amethyst has just about 


surpassed them. 
Lastly, 1 was very happy to hear that there is a good chance 

that Amethyst will return after issue twelve. | think that efter 
‘about а year hiatus it would be super to bring Gemworld back. 
fresh and ready for another run! Please consider it more! 
Thank you very much for the time. 


Previews are probably the most awkward stories that ૭ writer 
hes to write, Peter. because he has to tell you something about. 
the character and the series without giving away too much 
before the first issue. But, И you go beck and take a look at the. 
preview now, you'd most likely enjoy it a lot more. 





Dear Purple Prose, 
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for Amy's parents, who have to give up their daughter, and for 
her dog. Tatty. who has to weit patiently for her. | aiso think you 
should call your column "Lavender Letters.“ 


Dear Challengers to Ора в Reign. 

‚All in ail. | found Amethyst #6 very good. Prince Topaz is very 
handsome. but his sister, Princess Topaz. and her friend Lady 
Sapphire. give me the creeps. They are too much like “Morgen 
Lefay Sisters.” 


А connection between Opal and Rita is very interesting. ١ 
liked the way Marion handled Granch's brother. Keep up the 


good work. 
Andrea Brown. 
309 S. Andre 
Sag. MI 48602 
Next month: irs Amethyst and her allies against the 
Emisseries of Varn’ 
See you then..Keren 





devastating effects on their family and lastly, Prince Topaz is 


bequeathed to Lady but loves Amethyst. If you are 
able to tie all this up ín в mere 12 issues | will be surprised 
again. As of this writing you only have 7 issues left to do so. 
and you can be sure that | will be there when you do. 


My thanks for listening. 

Adam Burchess. 

1316 Morreene Rd. 

Apt. 24-С 

Durham, NC 27706 

And my thanks for writing, Adam. If you think we've already. 


introduced a lot of supporting jeweled пача qe iad 
‘cause we've got plenty of more subplots in 


Dear Folks, 

This mag is great!! Why not run Amethyst on а permanent 
basis? There are hundreds of people out hare, myself included, 
who would do each other dirt to get hold of this book. 

One of the main reasons | like this book as well as | do is the 
fact that you have taken one of the oldest, most tired plots and 
made it so fascinating. | mean, the bit about "teenage-giri- 
discovers-ehe ' -to-fight-bad-guys” в 
оле of the oldest in history. 

The во and pieces of Лету that are бока ina Asia 





seris es эмем, pase, иной give hor har quer ach Опа 
permanent basis. 
Until Dark Opal sleeps with a teddy bear 


Mary Reeves. 
1810 Morton St. 
Lafayette, IN 47904 





Hey guys. 
АЙ nght! Great! Fantastic! These were my thoughts as | 


have to weit another month 10 see how Herb and Marion 
Winston react to their daughter's “skeleton in the closet.” К 
seems to me from here on out thet Amy will have to forget 
about school and the public since everyone knows her identity 
But, knowing how you ай at DC can work miracles. I'm not too 
worried. And what will the outcome be of Princess Emerald's 


death? 
Once again, congrats! Thanks for a grrest comic! 
‘Scott Tillman 
Route 1 Box 339AA 
Warren, Arizona 71671 
Deer Editor 


“Battlegrounds” shifted the focus of this epic unexpectedly 
to earth, Amy's “real world" of school and parents. The 
intrusion of Granch & Со. onto the scene and Amy's mother's 

mixed | 


ruthlessness. 
Both plot and art maintain high quality established in the 


ОРПОН 3. Would уоч, ог our other 
readers, interests best be served by 
discontinuing publication of comics?! 
think not 

OPTION 2. Not totally within our 
control Inflation has driven up the 
cost of the goods needed to publish 
comics. The cost of paper, for example, 
ма major uncontrollable expense 
ONegotiated wage increases for 
‘engravers and printers are not within 
our control. Our creative people also 
come in for their share of rate increases 
in the past two years. Аг! and script 
rates up 30 to 40%; reprint raten ора 
booming 400%; royalty payments 
did't exist two years ago now they 


gontrol oí creative/editorial increases 
tham those that are imposed from _ 

outside", but DC must pay its стевйте 
people competitively or it’s back te 
option 3. 

FACT: Did you know that DC Comics 
receives only about 25€ on average, of 
the 60€ you spend for a comic? The 
rest is split in some fashion between 
the wholesaler or distributor and the 
retailer. Without this selling 
commission the comics simply 
wouldn't reach comic shops or 
newsstands. This 256 has to pay for the 
efforts of the 1) Writer 2) Artist 3) 
Letterers 4) Colorists 5) Editor 6) 
Production Statt 7) Sales and 
Promotion Staff 8) Engraver 9) Paper 
Supplier 10) Printer 11) Office Statt 
12) Shippers. What's let over, if 
anything, (atter paying overhead 
costs), is protit for DC Comics. 

And "buying" our own paper mills 
or printing plants would cost mere in 
the short term (the cost would bein the 
millions of dollars) and wouldn't 
guarantee long-term savings. In fact 
we used 10 own our own presses 
decades ago and sold them to holdour 
prices down 

Perhaps you are beginning to grasp 
the complexity of the situation? 
Seeking а “vote” to see how many 

"want" a price increaseis futile. 
a price increase... not 


were a way to decrease prices and ви! 
make а fair protit ОС Comics would 
take that way! A price increase will 
occur enly when we can no longer bold 
the line on the current prices and not 
before 

OPTION 1; Seems to be our only way 
out Н anyone could discover a better 
solution, it would be used Joyfully and 


nse of a "Fair 
Any company that does not 
make a fair profit will be unable to 
improve its product ог service. Any 
company that makes no profit will 
cease to exist 
Thank you and Good Afternoon 


ےم ہے سے 


keeping prices down, while at the same 
time coming out with new comica, such 
as purchasing your own paper 
company or printing company. The 
question 1 bring up is, is raising prices 
worth it, gaining more income at the 
cost of the consumer? Also 1 would like 
to ask the people whether or not they 
want a price hike and ask them to write. 
with their opinions on the subject 
Please think about this since it is the 


D'Romel Valencia 
(No address given) 


1 understand and sympathize with 
your frustration, D'Romel. Although 
your cries of anguish ring with truth, 
the assumptions on which they а: 
based are, at best, inaccurate. think 
it تھا‎ to say that price increases аге 
inevitable for nearly ell goods and 
services and a price increase such as 
you've heard about is a certainty. 
IknowlIcennot make you like а boost 
in the cost of comics but I think I 
should like to give you some 
that, at least, will help you to 
understand why price increases 
imposed by any company are made I 
assure you that " 


despite an inflation rate that hes 
driven up the cost of just about 
everything else your family (and DC 
Comics) buys. Probably the working 
members of your family have received 
wage increases during that same 


period 

FACT: When the costo producing в 
product or delivering a service comes 
૭૦ close to the money received lor 
selling that product or service, а 
company typically exercises one or 
more о! three basic options: 

1. Raise the price о! its product or 
service 

2. Lower the cost о! producing its 
product or service 

3. Discontinue operations (go out of 
that business) 

Lets examine these options in 
reverse order 


Reading this column may‏ موم 
be hesardous to your comic reading‏ 
enjoyment. If you as purist‏ 
reject the notion that comics‏ 
business as well as an entertainment‏ 
form, please turn the page now. И you‏ 
are up to facing reality, read on and‏ 
let's дө! on with the business at hand‏ 
Consider‏ 


Dear Mr Giordano, 

Ihave just read a newsletter that had 
їп it the usual info on new comics, 
conyeations, all the information fit to 
print, While reading it, 1 stumbled 
across a paragraph mentioning that 
both Marvel and DC th 
independents, are coming out with 
more and more titles in special formats 
(baxter-paper, mando, graphic novels, 
and mini-series) The of these 
special formats range from 254 all the 
way up to an appalling $5.95 fora 
graphic novel. But what I want to 
discuss is reports that over the summer 
regular 60€ comics are going to be 
hiked up to 756 This is totally 
shocking Wasn't it only а few years 
thatcomics were hiked up to 60€ along 
with raising the prices of 75€ special 
comics up to a dollar or more? Now up 
to 78€! Will that simultaneously raise 
the prices of comics which were $1.00 
to an appalling $1.50? لا‎ this goes 
through think of ай the people who 
won't be able to afford comics... people 
like me, who have no job and still 


drastically cut back on the number о! 
titles I get, including many ОС в, not 

but other underage collectors, 
who depend on their parents for 
money to buy 75€ comic books the 
parents reaction will be one of 
negativeness with the parent bawling 
the child out because of the lack of 
money or because comice are for little 
kids! 

Твег also those who have jobs 
and collect comics, but now with the 
recession, layotis and lesser jobs, it is 
harder to make ends meet while at the 
same time, collect comics. Now that 
prices are going up they might cut 
down on the amount of titles they get 
each month. 

1 know it might be hard to keep the 
prices down. but there are ways о! 





